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- Respected Prime Minister, _ i B s Tl

The ‘Goblndobhog rice variety is very. popular partlcularty for offerlngs
to-the Almighty throughout the country and also abroad espeC|aIIy in Europe

- . —

= and gulf countrles and enjoys good demand d "W,
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- Pure ‘Gobmdobhog rice is grown in few dlstrlcts of West Bengal and“lt
has been awarded Geographic Identlfcatlon vide certificate no. 297 dated
24" October, 2017. It fetches much higher price than the MSP for rice. In

our efforts since 2011 to enhance the income of our farmers, we have been - K

promoting production of this premium  variety Gobmdobhog in suitable
areas substituting coarse grain rice. -

s

- Along with extension of productlon in area suitable for this premium ‘
variety ‘Gobindobhog’ rice, we have also been encouraging its export to.
- - create sustained demand abroad of this. ‘premium variety. Currently, it enjoys .
growing- demand: abroad lncludlng countrles in the gulf reglon vnz KSA,
UAE Oman, Qatar, Bahram« Kuwalt etc. - T T S

o Unfortunatety,TSovernment of India has rmposed 20% Customs\Duty

on rice vide notlflcatlon no. 49/2022 dated 8.9.2022. As a result of which the

export business of the premium ‘Goblndobhog variety, developed through

 years -of efforts, has been ‘badly affected with negative impact on the

gemand and domestnc price of the paddy, and hence on the income of
~ farmers. e o / = e

It is appreciat’é\d‘that ‘Basmati’, another popular hlgh value aromatlc .
rice variety has been exempted from the 20% Customs Duty. ltis, therefore,
\~requested on the same logic by which ‘Basmati’ has been exempted the
premium.aromatic variety ‘Gobindobhog’ rice should also be exempted from
such 20% Customs Duty on export at an earIy date to aveid Ioss of busuness
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and depnvmg benefit to ourfarmerS/ St LA : N T
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May I _request you, Sir, to kindly issue necessary mstructlons for
. extending-similar exemption of the-duty on export to the premium aromatlc
s variety. ‘Gebindobhog’ rice (Gl no. 297) atthe earliest-
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“ Yourssincerely,
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= Shr| Narendra Modl / ~
Hon’ble Prlme Minister of Indla - ’ )
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